
MSPChallenge2011- Laws and regulations - 
Common international and European legislation and agreements are applicable to the Sea of 
Colours (such as the SEA Directive).

Ecological principle: Sustainable spatial development: social and economic demands need to 
be consistent with ecological functions. 

Restrictions apply due to United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

There is a safety zone around oil-and gas platforms. One platform therefore has a spatial 
claim of 5Nm2. 

There is a safety zone around each wind turbine. A turbine therefore has a spatial claim of 1 
Nm2. For safety reasons the rule of thumb forbids sailing within wind farms, including fishing. 

Cables and pipelines are allowed in the entire sea. Spatial claim of cables and pipelines is 
1Nm wide.

Empty oil platforms can be used for CO2 storage. CO2 can also be used for enhance oil 
recovery.

There is a safety zone of 2Nm around shipping lanes.

The whole Sea of Colours outside of the 12 nm zone is fishing ground, where all fishermen 
are allowed to fish. Fishing within priority lanes for shipping is a responsibility of the respective 
governments around the Sea of Colours.

Given military areas cannot be altered. Co-use of these areas is possible, but permanent fixed 
structures cannot be combined for safety reasons.

The treaty of Malta is forcing countries to protect the under water cultural heritage in situ.

Aquaculture is allowed in all areas, but effects of farming fish on biodiversity and nature are 
highly unknown.
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Spatial claims game thumb rules (minimum):

Oil or gas platform    4 nm2
MPA’s     habitat = min 160 nm2 (40 tiles)
    bird and habitat = min 240 nm2
    bird = min 160 nm2
shipping lane (IMO)   2 nm lane from a to b (one way)
safety zone around shipping lane 2 nm (1 tile)
controlled port area    20 nm2 small port / 40 nm2 big port (5/10 tiles)
parking area ships   20 nm2
wind turbine   4 nm2 (incl safety zone and wake effects)
aquaculture area   8 nm2 (2 tiles)
ballast water exchange zone  16 nm2 (4 tiles)
cable/pipelines   2nm wide including safety zone
sand extraction area   80 nm2 (20 tiles)
dredged materials dumping site 8 nm2 (2 tiles)
wave, tidal, current test sites  8 nm2 (2 tiles)


