
MSPChallenge2011MSP in 6 steps

Start the process by assessing the need and will to undergo an MSP process based
on a vision, planning principles and a defined legal framework and strategies.

Undertake initial stocktaking and systematic assessments of suitable areas for 
relevant sea uses.

Adopt the plan and organise implementation and monitoring.

Produce a final Maritime Spatial Zoning Plan including regulations for Management 
and Monitoring and obtain final stakeholder comments.

Find out compatibilities and conflicts of claims for use in an interactive process 
with stakeholders and based on sound mapping and analysis.

Draft a maritime spatial plan with zoning of areas for specific uses or objectives - 
discuss the draft plan including detailed regulations for the zones with stakeholders.
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MARITIME SPATIAL PLANNING IN 6 STEPS



MSPChallenge2011MSP process

Healthy ecosystems

GOALS OF ECOSYSTEM-BASED MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING

Delivery of ecosystem services Sustainable uses

PRINCIPLES

Connectivity Habitat diversity Key species Species diversity

PLANNING GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Ecosystem function ResilienceConflict reduction

DEFINING EXISTING & FUTURE CONDITIONS

Use-ecosystem conflicts VulnerabilityUncertaintyContext Cumulative impacts

SPATIALLY EXPLICIT DECISIONS

UncertaintyConnectivityAdjacent use Context

MARINE SPATIAL PLAN

IMPLEMENTATION

MONITORING & EVALUATION

Ecological indicators Respons variables

ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT

Ecological Economic Governance Social

Complementary use

Species & habitat distribution


