
- Country profile - 
Country Blue is large in size but the smallest in population and the least prosperous. Being a non-EU member it has a different policy towards 
fishing and nature conservation. It attaches great value to sustainable energy like biomass, water and wind power. The Blue country is known 
for its unspoiled nature and clean technology. It has set itself a target to become the first country in the world to be completely CO2 free and 
is therefore interested in all sorts of renewable energy, although the actual development of offshore wind and other blue energy is in a start-up 
phase.

The maritime world does not play a substantial role in the country’s overall economy, but it values greatly the ferries with the southern countries 
and welcomes cruise ships, tall ships with their visitors who come and admire the marine and coastal nature. It’s known that tourism is greatly 
depending on the possibilities to interact with nature and tourism is a potential growth industry for the country as a whole. More and more the 
historical relation with the sea is brought back to the political agenda, also to enhance economy and employability (blue growth).

It has established five marine protected areas in the past two decades, covering 10% of the Blue sea area. These MPA’s are exclusive zones; 
compensation for loss of biodiversity is standard. The Blue country’s fishermen have less and less fishing grounds because they are excluded 
in MPA’s. and are known to fish in the Green country’s EEZ. The Blue country has excluded their territorial sea from fishing by other nations 
and is strict on quota in the EEZ. The Blue country is proud of its world famous marine research institutes. 

The country is highly democratic and has a long tradition in stakeholder participation; it has recently transferred the jurisdiction on Marine Spatial 
Planning from a local level to national level. Now the government likes to have a marine spatial plan for the territorial waters and EEZ, which 
also allows human activities.
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The red country is smallest in size but owns one of the biggest commercial fleets in the world and is a major player in exploration and innovative deep 
sea and offshore mining. The Red sea area is a little over 43.000 Nm2. 

The country is very dependent on world trade and economic developments and has a rich history in private sailing and fisheries. The Red commercial 
fleet is large, but also the number of private yachts and boats for leisure and fishing is that high that all families in the country must own at least one 
boat. 

The dominant governance style is pragmatic, easy going and with a strong focus on retaining their leading position in niches. The country however 
also knows a strong lobby from both industry and green NGOs. One Marine Protected Area is allocated in the Red sea. The government has a rough 
idea of areas that could be additional MPA’s, but the process is on-going. It has no formal regulatory MSP procedure. Flexibility is the key word. 

The Red country has three large ports. City 1, also the capital is the largest port with major facilities for handling of goods and passengers. City 2 is 
smaller, but it’s here where new ships are built. The Red country has an interesting geography: it’s has both sand shores and rocky coastlines. The 
sandy shores need extra sand to withstand sea level rise.

The next generation of vessels is up to 600 meters, which requires more space for anchoring and has an effect on safety distances (5 times the ships 
length is the rule of thumb). Innovation in shipbuilding is cradle2cradle (C2C) and introducing kite sails. This technique allows vessels to make use of 
the winds at sea. Country Red has 100 wind turbines in operation but has not planned any additional wind farms yet. The renewable energy target is 
20% of the national energy consumption by 2020. Off shore wind is seen a realistic opportunity by some, since onshore possibilities are rare. No off-
shore wind is supposed to take place within the 12 nautical mile zone, since it is deemed to have a negative impact on tourism. The shipping industry 
has their own idea about fixed constructions in the sea: where does that leave them?

The government has asked it’s planners to draft an integrated maritime plan, also taking into account the objectives for the marine 
environment. The area south of the two main isles on the east coast are of great value to marine life.
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Country green is the biggest in geographical size, but not densely populated. The green country has found and is exploiting huge oil and gas 
reserves in their sea areas. Per capita it is the richest country among the four due to its access to minerals like oil and gas. The country has 
jurisdiction over 26% of the Sea of Colours, which is almost 38.500 Nm2. 

The country has a long history in fisheries; it is by far the biggest fish exporting country in the area. With the change of the seas water tempera-
ture more and more commercial fish stocks are found in their sea area. More and more fishermen from different nationalities fish in the green 
EEZ. Important fishing grounds for Herring can be found in the Green country, primarily. Aquaculture is seen as a promising new industry.

The green country has some experience in maritime spatial planning, because it felt the need to safeguard both their oil production and fish 
stocks also in relation to potential wind energy development some wind energy production sites are under development. 

Planning of other activities is new in the Green country, although the Green country has designated two marine protected areas (MPA’s) bring-
ing, adding up to 5% of the sea area. The country is interested in electricity connections and export of oil and gas to the other countries around 
the Sea of Colours. The oil and gas industry has recently expressed interest in the use of CO2 for enhanced oil recovery.

The national government has the jurisdiction over the Green EEZ, up to the twelve miles zone that jurisdiction is shared with regional govern-
ments. 

The capital of the country (Green 1) a historic port is located on the east coast, close to the border with the Blue country. City Green 2 is the 
main port for offshore oil and gas and fisheries.

The Green parliament has asked for a draft marine and maritime spatial plan. Also it has asked questions on innovation in the marine 
sectors and biodiversity objectives. Fishermen lobby for a sea border with the Blue country, so fishing in that zone does not lead to 
issues.
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Country yellow has the largest population and is one of the world’s leading economies. 

For the yellow country tourism and wind energy are important. The Yellow country has three major ports for import and export, almost reaching 
their maximum capacity. Port extension is deemed necessary for cities 2 and 3. Shipping intensity is projected to grow 5% annually. The country 
has sea areas to the west and to the east of the Red country. Both areas add up to almost 40.000 square nautical miles. A demarcation line 
(sea border) with the Red country is not established within the territorial waters. This issue needs to be clarified, since those areas need to be 
planned and economically exploited. 

Wind energy ambition offshore is important since the country has decided to close nuclear power plants; its current ambition on offshore wind 
is estimated at 30 to 40% of the Yellows country sea area. Wind energy is also seen as an important source for employment. There is no regu-
lation for the location of wind farms, although the government supports wind farms further from the coast for a longer period than those near 
shore. So far the tourist industry has not objected. 

The Yellow’s country capital (Yellow 1) is not a seaport city. It has a connection to the Sea of Colours however via a river. 

Fishing does not play a very big role in the Yellow Country, but aqua culture is gaining interest.

The country has a high legislative and formal governance structure: legislation on nature protection and biodiversity is strict. The ministers have 
agreed to make a spatial plan for the sea covering all activities of national importance and make it as legally binding as possible.

The Yellows’ country government is known for a thorough working method and is determined to have the best scientific approach in planning 
the sea. Integrated Coastal Zone Management is in place, which can be concluded from the land based nature reservations along the 
coast.
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